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spreading of the sea floor, the wandering of the continents, and the
many reversals of polarity that the Earth’s magnetic field has under-
gone through time.  Other geophysicists study atmospheric sciences
and space physics.  (See atmospheric scientists and physicists and
astronomers elsewhere in the Handbook.)

Hydrology is closely related to the disciplines of geology and
geophysics.  Hydrologists
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Hundreds of colleges and universities offer a bachelor’s degree
in geology; fewer schools offer programs in geophysics,
hydrogeology, or other geosciences.  Other programs offering re-
lated training for beginning geological scientists include geophysi-
cal technology, geophysical engineering, geophysical prospecting,
engineering geology, petroleum geology, geohydrology, and
geochemistry.  In addition, several hundred universities award ad-
vanced degrees in geology or geophysics.

Traditional geoscience courses emphasizing classical geologic
methods and topics (such as mineralogy, petrology, paleontology,
stratigraphy, and structural geology) are important for all geoscien-
tists and make up the majority of college training.  Persons study-
ing physics, chemistry, biology, mathematics, engineering, or
computer science may also qualify for some environmental science
and geoscience positions if their coursework includes study in
geology.  Those students interested in working in the environmen-
tal or regulatory fields, either in environmental consulting firms or
for Federal or State governments, should take courses in hydrology,
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Median annual earnings in the industries employing the largest
number of environmental scientists in 2000 were as follows:

Federal Government .................................................................... $59,590
Engineering and architectural services ....................................... 43,920
Management and public relations ............................................... 43,900
Local government ....................................................................... 42,880


